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But let none of you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or 
4 an Eril-Doer, or as a Buß- Body in other Mens Matters 
(Pet. 4» 15.) 3 1 3 
The firſt thing I conſidered from the Words, was, The Diſhonour- 
that this ſort gf ſuffering brings te our holy Religion, to our own Souls, 
and even to Chriſt, Should thoſe who have the Title of Chriſtians, be 
caught performing the Part of Heathens > *Tis a Guilt in ſuch, that 
they were once baptized; tis a ſhame for the m to own they have ever 
frequented the Church of God. The Enemies of our Religion ob- 
ject, that it cannot amend the Lives of its Profeſſors; but let it no 
longer be faid that the Foes of var Church are better than its Friends: 


Some of ye cannot by diſputing perhaps do, honour to your Religion, 
bur by your Lives and Converfations all of Ye may, .., 
S2condly, This fort of ſuffering, as a Murderer or Thief, brings 
2 Diſhonour to our own Souls. The Creator has made Us Superiour 
to Satan, ſhall we then by Sin make aur ſelves his Slaves? God form'd Us 
« liitle lower than the Angels, and crown d Us with Glory and Honour, 
Pſal. 8. 5. How may we ſuppoſe the Devil to triumph, when the 
Soul of a Chriftian becomes his Prey: He more glories in it, than in 

many. Heathens : Will he not boaſt that a Soil is his, for whom he 
will ſay Chriſt ſpilt his deareſt Blood. Therefore, if ye have no Re- 
gard for the Honour of the Religion ye were bred up in, yet if ye 
have any Regard for your ſelves, Do not give Place to the. Devil. Ler 
him that ſiele ſteal no more, but rather let him labour, working with his 
Hands the thing that is Good, Eph. 4. 27, 28. SER 000 ee 
Thirdly, The-ſufferer as a Murderer or a, Thief, &c. brings a Diſ- 
grace even to Chriſt, Muſt Chriſt ſee thoſe for whom He ſuffer'd 
Death, ſuffer alſo an eternal Death > This is crucifying Chriſt atreſh ; 
it is peircing again his Hands and Feet, and in vain do we blame the 
Jews for his Murder if we Murder him. ſo often, our ſelves by Sin: 
Therefore I may ſay to you as St, Paul to the Galatians. O fooliſh 
Galatians, who bath bewitched you, that ye ſhould not obey the Truth, 
ing whoſe Eyes Feſus Chriſt hath been ſet forth, cnicifyed among jou. 
1 he 
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Ihe Second Head was, to conſider the particular Misfortune of fulterin 

1. As a Murderer. . ang, 
2. As a Thief. 
3. As a Buſie-Body. _ 


In conſidering the Misfortune of ſuffering as a Murderer, Weobſeryq 
That ifthere was no Puniſhment inflicted by the Laws for this Sin, it ſelt 
would pnniſh it ſelf : For what Horror of Thought muſt weigh upon 
the Soul of a Perſon, who has ſent a poor Creature naked into Eter. 
nity, with all it's Sins about it, Thus, we have had Inſtances in our 
Nation of Perſons who have committed Murder by Accident, and 
have eſcaped the Vengeance of the Law; but alas! they could not 
eſcape the Vengeance of their own Minds; wherever they went, their 
Thoughts went with them, and were ſhould they fly from Them. 
ſelves. Secret Murderers have been often the Revealers of their own 
Guilt ;, their Conſciences preſt too hard upon them; their Fan- 
cies have painted before em the Buryed Innocent; till weary of the 
World and Themſelves, They have cryd out upon the Law to lay 
hold of their Lives. And what is more often the Occaſion of Murders, 
than Paſſion? It is the Bane of Friendihip, the Engine of Satan 
whirlwind of the Soul,-----Put what need I talk againſt Paſſion to 
vob, who have amongſt ye ſo immediate an Inſtance of its horrid Ef. 
feds | Dearly Peloved, avenge not your ſelves, but rather give Place un- 
to Wrath: For it is written, Fengeance is mine; I will repay, [aith 
the Lord. Rom. 12. 19. 3 . 
Secondly, As for the ſufferer as a Thief, He is ſcarce in a better Condi- 
tion: He is Jook'd upon with Terror, as the Overturner of Society; 
As the Beaſt of Prey 2mong an Herd of Cattle, fo is he confider'd 
in a Society of Men; in ſhort, as a Perſon whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſpoll, 
ravage and prey upon all he meets. He is fear'd and bated by All: 
They fear his Actions, and hate his Perſon. Therefore, if ye regard 
your preſent welfare (which I think will weigh more than a Future 
with ye) ye will do to Others, as ye wenld they ſhould do unte you. = 
Thirdly, We obferv'd that the Puſy-Body, tho' not within Reach of 
the Law, might not be leſs guilty than the Theif; if to ſeparate Friends, 
toexcite Tealouſics, to root up Chriſtian Charity be the Height of Guil. 
And this Offender meets alſo his Puniſhment in this Life: He is ac- 
counted a Traytor, an Hypocrite ; what Eſar fear'd when God had 
ſet the Mark on his Back will happen to this Man; every one who ſees 
him would willingly ſlay him. Behold, how great a Matter a little Fire 
kindleth ; and the I ongue is a Fire, a World of Iniquity, &c. Jam. 3. 
part of 5th; and 6th, ver. Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy Dreamers defile the 
Hleſb, deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of Dignities. Jude 8 v. There- 
re. ſpeak not Evil one of another, Brethren, be that ſpeaketh evil of 
his Brother, aud judgeth his Prot her, ſpeaketh evil of the Law, and judg- 
eth the Law. Jam. 4. 11. 3 
Our 3d and laſt general Head was to ſhow, how thoſe who do ſuffer, 
as Murderert, or as Theiues, are to behave Themſelves during their Miſ- 
fortunes. een Ma, 8 | 
And 1ſt. We are to ſuffer with Patience. They that plow Iniquity, 
and ſow Wickedneſs reap the ſame. Job 4.ver. 8. *Tisa natuyal Conſe- 
| quence, 


4 % 


ence, and why are we enraged at what is natural? Nothing can bea Rea. 
{)n for our being exaſperated at our Judges and Condemners; If we are 


juſtly condemn' d, why murmer We 2. If the Caſe has been wrongly repre- | 


ented to our Judges, we ſhould reſt here, I Hat he who is injured in this 
Life, will be recompenced in the next. 


Why then do ye complain of the Greatneſs of your Mfleries? Ye are now 


fallen into the Hands of Men, If that is bad, well might the Aſtle, ſay, 


"TH #8 fearful thing to fall into the Hands of” the Living God. Heb. 10. 31. 
Be pat ient there fore, Erethren, wnto the comme of rhe Lord : Behold the 
Husbandman waiteth for the precious Fruit of the Earth. Pe ye alſo patient = 


eſtabliſh your Hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth Nig, Jam. 5. 7.8, 
2dly, The ſecond Requiſite, was, a hearty ſorrow and Contrition. But 


here we muſt beware, left we cheat our immortal Souls, This ſorrow 


m-# not be for the Misfortunes ye are under, but for your having diſo- 
bliged ſo kind a Father as God, for having ahuſed ſo indulgent a Friend as 


Chriſt : A Friend who left the Glories of Heaven to free you from Hell, -.--. | 
Tou, ſay, ungrateful as ye have proved For you his Hands and Fee | 


were nailed. And this ſorrow muſt be an inward hearty ſorrow, for Cod looks 


at the Heart. It muſt be joined with Faith and Hope; Faith that Chriſt 


is able, and Hope that God is willing to fave, If ye have ſuch a {orrow 
as this, fear not; for however ye may fare upon Earth, truſt Me, your 
Pardons will be ſeaPd in Heaven; ye will go from Ignominy here, to Glory 
there; from an Earthly ſhame, to an Heavenly Crown; where ye will ſing 
eternal Haleluj abs with the Saints of Light: For thou art no more a Ser- 
vant, but a Son; and if a Son, then an Heir of God thro Chriſt, Gal. 4. 7. 


34h, The third Requiſite, is, to be inſtant and urgent in Prayer. You 


mult run, to make up for the Hours you have loiter d. 


— 
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Let me adviſe ve, to afflult as it were the Throne of Grace; Wreſtls. 


with God as did Jacob; and ſay with Him, I will not let thee go, unleſs thon 
Bl:ſs me; Conſider, you have loſt much time already, and now have none to 
loſe. We ſhould all be Watchful, decauſe our Deaths are Uncertain, 


But you eſpecially becauſe yours is certain. Therefore watch and pray, 


leſt ye enter into Temptation. Satan will double his Diligence, this ſhort 


time, for if he deludes ye a little longer, ye are, eternally his. It is your 
Souls that plead : If you will take no pitty on Them yourſelves, how you. 
Can expect that God ſhould pity them? They ſtand upon the very Brink of 


Eternity; and muſt belong to God or to Satan in a Moment. There- 
fore be carefgl, be vigilant, becauſe the Devil your Adverſary is ſo; he 


eager, be eiheſt, becauſe glorious is the Prize ye reach at. 


- \ © 


How act are Men in the wild Chaſe of Ambition! Their Induſtry 


. 9 W 90 \ * 


reaches at earthly Honours, Yours at a heayenly.Crown : Fickle Fame is 


at the end of their Goal, but an eternal Empire waits You at the end of your 


Races 


Preſs forward then, to the Mark of the high prize of your Calling. Let 


not the World detain ye one Moment. O en. your Hearts to your God: 
Tell him how your Saviour ſuffered, and why, but to ſnatch, poor Sinners 
from Hell. Do not diſtruſt but it's ſtill in your Powers to be happy. The 


Servant who came in at the 11th Hour, was equal to thoſe who bore the 
Heat and the Burden of the Day. Behold, I ſet before you two Things j 


on the Right Hand is Repentance and Life : on the Left Hand is i 


CT TO e 


Careleſsneſs and Death; cauſe Whither of them ye will : Ye muſt new make Four 
Choice, ſo hardly your Misfortunes preſs Le; ye muſt chule to be Happy or to 


be tor cur'd for ever: The Time of Probation is expir'd ; the Thread of Life js ſpun 'S 


and Heaven or Hell depend upon the wiſe Management of theſe your laſt Hours, 


And now what ſhall I ſay more? — If any of ye ſhould have a Pardon 
brought, Ye would rejoice ; Behold, I offer Ye an eternal Pardon! Ye would be 


glad to have your-Lives given Ye here; Bchold, Chriſt will give Ye a Life ever- 
laſting ! Repent and be ſaved. 333 1 | 
Concluding with the Words of St. Faul to the Thefſ. 5. Chap. 22, and 22 Verſcs. 


Hold faſt that which is good. Abſtain from all Appearance of Evil. And the God 6 


Pave ſantify Te wholly, and I pray God your whole ſpirit and foul and Body be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Fe ſus Chrift, | 9 


1. Richard herd, was convicted of Houſe- Breaking. 5 
He 100 2 _ were of honeſt Repute in Oxford; but neglected to in- 
ſtruct him in Writing and Reading: He ſaid all the Learning he had, was the 
Lord's Pray: and Belief, Nor did he know at all what Age he was of, but He 
believed he might be 30 or 35; but it might ſeem he was more, if his Age was 


to be reckon'd by his Crimes. He confeſs d the Fact he ſtood convicted of. He told 


me he broke open two Houſes in Oxford, One a Laundreſs's, The other a Mercers- 


Shop. He alſo rob'd (I think) in Hertfordſbire; but profeſs'd he had always ta- 


ken Care, not to commit Murder: He ſaid he had been Guilty of every III- Act 
except that. He had rob'd on the High- Way with One executed at Guilford in 
Surry; but luckily eſcaped being taken with him. He alſo ſaid He has ſome- 
times taken a Purſe near London, in Company with two others who were not 
ret ſuſpected , but added, that he was unwilling to diſcover their Names, Un- 
ick I would promiſe to conceal them; becauſe they had relieved him during his 
Confinement, and he hoped they would continue their Kindneſs after his Death 
to his dear Wife ad his two pour ycung Children. 
He ſaid his Misfortunes came 111 t! | 

to à Butcher; before out of his Time, he marryed: On this, his Maſter claim'd 
21, and a bond of 281. more, for the Remainder of his Time; He was thus 
plung d irretrievably into Pebt; and being unable to recover himſelf, his Wife 
added to his Expences, ſhe having a Child the fuſt Year. Being thus brought 
to Extremities, he took Hl Practices; and-had been hang'd before, but that lie im- 
pcach'd Allen and Chance, and ſaved hiniſelf. He allo rob'd the whole Country about 
Reading, and being taken, was condemn'd at Reading Aſſizes, but afterwards par- 


den'd. I adviſed him to take due Care of his Soul; for he ſeem'd to be particular- 


ly Sollicitous about his Corps after Death: He faid his Wife went that Morning to 
ſell the Cloaths ſhe had upon her to buy him a Coffin, and he hoped ke ſhould tien 


eſcape the Hands of the Surgeons, When he was in the Cart at the Tree, he was 


no whit terrify d at the Approach of Death; I told him what Importance his Soul 
was of, and he anſwer'd, He knew it, and had great hopes he ſhould go to Hea- 
VERB, 3 | . „ 
2. Thomas Charnock, was condemn'd for Robing his Maſter's Count 
He confeſs'd the Fact, but proteſted that he had never committed any Nobbery 
belore. He ſaid he had in ſome Meaſure neglected his Duty in Expectation of 


2 Pardon, but found he was deceiv'd. He ſeem'd to be well inſtructed in the 


Principles of Religion. 
3. Roger Gane, 22 years of Age, was convicted of aſſaulting a Perſon in the 
Street, whom he knock'd down and took away his Hat, Coat, c. He ſaid He 


left the Maſter he was Prentice to, twice, and went to Sea: One time he 


Was at Sea 3 Tears; where, on board a Man of War, he encountred a Spaniſh 


Ship for 8 tg ned Day, and almoſt a . whole Night, which they took. But 
coming again to England, He fell into Ill Courſes, The Occaſion of his watfting 
Money, he ſaid, was as follows: He courted a Young Woman, and was much in 


** 
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he following Manner, He was put Prentice 


Se Houſe. 


3 


rd * — — Wy IS 2 


. ——˙¹· EI INN CEE FIN IO 1 
p * 


„ 

Love with Her : They were to be marryed without the knowledge of his Friends; 
int it happen'd, he had rot Money for a Licence, Oc. nor cculd he get any (he 
ich unleſs he bad {old his Cloaths. Being above requeſting the Maiden or her 
other to be at the Expence of the Wedding. He went out, and meeting with the 
perſon WO accuſed and condemn'd him. He told me that he took from ham his Bat, 
Cort, Sc. but deny'd (on the Word of a dying Man that he knock'd him down, 
but ſaid the Man was in Drink. He deſired to ſpeak with Me before he dy'd ; 
wien, he told me, That what burden'd his Mind, was, His having rendred the 
corcfzid Young Woman ſo unhappy, who came every Day to cry with him dn- 
ring his Misforennes; and alſo that he had made ber Mother wretched, who was 
tien fick in Bed, thro' the Grief his IIL Fate had occaſioned her 

4. John Trippuck, (vulgarly call d John the Iinman, or the Golden Tinman) 
condemn'd for Robing on the High- Way. When I difcours'd with him in Pri- 
vate, in order to give him the beſt of my Advice, I perceiv'd his Thoughts were 
jutent on the World. He told me he had been indeed a looſe Liver, and Careleſs 
of lis Puty; as J muſt obſerve from his litt le Acquaintance with his Common- 
Prayer-Book,, but proteſted he was wholly Guiltleſs and Innocent of the Crime 
be ſtood condemn d for, and that his Enemies (knowing he had been very lately 
pardon'd) had indicted not him, but his Character. I preſs'd him to be rather 
6]11citous about his Eternal Welfare; he anſwer'd, do you think it is impoſſi- 
dle for Me to procure a Pardon? He deſired Me alſo to apply to a certa;n 
ouncellour he knew Me acquainted with, who he {aid was able to obtain wh at 
de wanted for him. He deſired Me to remember That his Confederate Conſta- 
le, even at the Moment of his Death, deny'd the Fact they together ftood con- 
ſicted of: Then, opening his own Boſom, he ſhow'd Me the Wounds in his Arm 
ind in his Breaſt, whence Bullets were taken by Cauſticks, and ask'd, if thoſe ſut- 
erings might not in ſome Meaſure attone tor his Ill Actions, had he really been 
milty : I told him, I was ſorry to find him at that late Hour ſo in Love with 
ife, and obſerv'd, That even to Men of Fortune this World had more of Care 
zan Pleaſure in it, much eis to him could there be any thing deſirable in 
fe, was it poſſible for | im to extend it; of which however, not the leaſt rea- 
nable Expectation appear d; thoſe Thoughts were the Dreams of a Man 
hat lay ſleeping on a dar gerous Precipice, and um leſshe became more concern'd 
his Soul, he was like to loſe it for ever. He told me if I would repreſent his 
aſe in a favourable Manner, he imagin'd itwould be advantageous to him. I 
Wiwerd, It were better if He would repreſent his Caſe to Heaven, and at 
vgth acknowledge his Crimes. 2 | 


- 
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Before J adminitred to them the Holy Sacrament, I advis'd and conjur'd him 
own the Fault he was condemn'd for; He anſwer'd that he juſt before made 
ſolemn Promiſe to ſome of his Friends, that He would not make any other 
ſcoveries beſides that, but as for that, He thought they did not intend to in- 
ne it, and ſaid, that if I ſhould agen ask him the Queſtion, He would not de- 
it, | | | 9 5 | 
But tho he ſhow*d ſo hearty a Deſire to live, when in Cuſtody firſt; yet as the 
me of his Death advanc'd, and his Hopes of ſucceſs diminiſh'd, he appear'd 
5 and leſs to have a Value for the World. When he was at the Place of Exe- 
ion, immediately before his Death, I put the Queſtion (as I had been requeſt- 
% dc) whether he was not the Peron who murder'd Mr. Hall the Tallow- 
andler, upon Black-Heath, the end .,_ the Laſt Summer, He ſaid, As I am a 
ing Man, and you fee the Inſtrume) t of Death about Me, I proteſt that I was 
t concern'd in the Murder ef Mr. Hail, oe 
He appear'd much concern'd for bis Soul, and very earneſt in his Expreſſions 
Pardon, as the Moment of his Death drew ncar z when I ſeem'd to be parti- 
larly engag'd with Mrs. Grifin, he told me twite, He hop'd I would no ways 
glect the Souls of them, by praying in particular for Pardon of Murder. 
Jane Gꝛiffin, was condemn'd for the Murder of her Servant-Maid. She de- 
« that the Miniſter belonging to her own Pariſh, mage attend her jointly with 
„which he accordingly did. As J viſited her conſtantly twice a-day, I had 
Opportimity of nearly obſerving her Behaviour, She appear'd to be jag: 
76 welt 


W 
well acquainted With the Holy Scriptures. From the firſt ſhe did not den 


nt, Bo Vittel 
Fact; but I was tender of putting it to her too ſoon, leſs I ſhould teach j; 


1 fam 


deny it, and make her Confeſſion mcre difficult atterwards but ſhe told me, hag 
ſhe knew her preſent Misfortunes were occaſion'd by her former Sins. On Mon. 
day Night I was diſcourſing to her of the Nature of Hell 3 On Tueſday Morn. 
ing as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Me, ſhe ſhow'd Me in her Prayer-Pook, the Picture of our 
viour hanging on the Crcfs, and ask'd Me, if that was not her Saviour ? Which 
words ſhe often repeated to Me; It was the Saviour of Mary Magdalen, wo Knecl'd 
at the Croſs, and why not hers ? 8 
She could ſometimes not be perſwaded to fit on a Chair, but would fit on the 
Floor, ſaying that ſhe ought to humble herfelf in Duſt and Aſhes; and that had jhe 
ten thouſand Hearts, ſhe wonld willingly they ALL ſhould bleed, to attone for 
her Crime. She was in Hopes of a Pardon till Wedneſday ; She then heard the 
Dead Warrant was come down for her Execution on Friday. She then ask d Ne 
if it was proper for her Husband to come to her any more; I told her .it Was proper 
me ſhould agen ſe him to give him her heſt Advice, and to ſettle the Affairs relatir 
to their Family. She alſo ask'd Me, if the might go to Bed any more ? I anſwer; 
That as ſhe had always been accuſtom'd to a certain proportion of Reft, the Way; 
of it might render her unfit for the Duty of the following Day; and as for to 
nmen Sleep her Concern would prevent it. | 
On Thurſday, ſhe kneel'd down on the Ground, apd made the following Con. 
feſſion; I did kill'd my Maid, in the following Manner; After I bad ent » 
Children ſome cold Fowl for Stpper,Imiſs'd the Key of the Cellar , It not beivg (oo 
found, I was very angry; going then into the Room where the Maid was, the in 
vegan to jay, I was always blaming her for every thing loſt, I nſing then perhaps a ſary 
word, the Maid began very foul and abuſive Language to Me: On this, as 1 ſtood ly 
her, being fretted before, TI flrook the Caſe-Knife, that cut the Childrens Supper, i, 
her Boſom; but I verily believe her Stays were open, or it could not elſe have kill'4 
ber. When ſhe took her laſt Farewel of ker usband and Daughter, it was rt 
_ Poitible to view without Tears the Reluctance with which they left each other 
for ever. She adviſed her Husband to be partcinlar] regardful of the Sabbath. 
nor to continue any in his Houſe who ſwore or appe.'d to be paſſionate: Ther 
turning to her Daughter, who hung upon her with Tears, ſhe conjur'd her not to 
neglect to learn her Duty, to go conſtantly to Church on a Sunday, and to be. 
fraid of Paſſion. After a very hard and difficult Task in Parting : Her Husband 
and Daughter left her, and I prepar'd for the adminiſtring to her the Sacrament 
but before I did fo, I deſir'd all preſent to withdraw, and being alone, I ask'd hy 
If the knew of the Murder of Eſquire Hanſon in the Farthing Pye-bouſe Fields, ſh; 
protefted ſhe aid not, nor did ſhe ever live mgh that Place. I then told her of th: 
Common Fame as to the cohabiting with Mr. Griſin unmarry'd, ſhe proteſted it wa 
falſe, and fhe was innocent of it. | 
On Friday, the Miniſter belonging to her Pariſh, attended her to the Tree in 
her Coach, and in that appointed for Me. After I had there pray d with then 
togethey, and alſo with Her in particularly She deiir'd Me to pray agen for th 
| Fardon of her Murder of Elizabeth Osborn. She then declared to Me the follow 
ing Words, which the requeſted Me to deliver aloud to the People; I confeſs Haid 
ihe) the Murder, but it was not in Malice, nor did I think of doing it a Moment b: 
fore It was Paſſion : Paſſion I heartily adviſe and requeſt all preſent to beware of, eſſe 
cally the firſt beginnings of it, leſt it grow upan le, and hing Ie to theſe Miſerios 
Juſtiy undergo. The other Divine then pray d with her, and I apply'd myſelr t. 
the Reſt, She ſoon after de ſir'd me again to aſſiſt her in Words to implore Pardo! 
for the particular Murder of her Maid. When I had done this, and aftcrward 
had pronounc'd the Abſolution and the Bleſſing, and was now departing, She 
holding Me faſt by the Hands, ask'd me carneſtly, if I hop'd there was Mercy 
tor her Soul? If I thought Chriſt would be entreated? I anſiver'd her, and recon 
mended - her Soul to God; defiring not to diſmiſs Me with Reluctance, for Wi 
ſhould meet again (I hop'd) in the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
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